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was obtained from northern India, and organized by Mr. Harry
Kivett Carnac of the Civil Service with much promptitude and
ability. Thus the several hundred thousand tons of Govern-
ment grain were, despite the burning heat and the dust-laden
tracks, conveyed to the remote villages with absolute punc-
tuality and without failure even in a single instance.

At this time special correspondents deputed by some' of the
London newspapers had begun to arrive upon the scene. First
and foremost among these was Mr. Archibald Forbes on the
part of the Daily News, who spared no effort of mind or body
to probe the reality of the distress and to understand the
measures adopted for its relief. He pourtrayed with graphic
force and absolute fidelity, for the information of the English
public, the mortal peril to which the people were exposed, and
from which they could be rescued only by the utmost exertions
of the Government. He discharged his professional duties
with signal success, and also rendered much service to the
general administration.

The transport for the Government grain having been secured,
my object was to observe personally the physical condition of
the people. For this purpose the able-bodied employed on
relief works, and the infirm receiving gratuitous relief, were
mustered at convenient spots for inspection. Thus tens and
hundreds of thousands of poor people, at different times and
places, passed under observation, whereby a check was imposed
on idleness and imposture. Often, too, when marching through
a village we would assemble all the men, women and children
in it, so as to note any signs of emaciation or of distress. In
short, no pains were intermitted to ascertain from personal
observation all particulars regarding the physical condition of
the people.

A system then was organized whereby, as the famine became
worse, a visitation should be periodically instituted from house
to house in every village, so that no case of individual dis-
tress could possibly escape observation. The whole country
having been parcelled out into groups of villages, a relief centre
and field-hospital were established in each group.